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Introduction

Circular 0084/2024 provides advice on the use of assessment instruments/tests for
guidance or for additional and special educational needs (SEN) in post-primary
schools (revising circulars 0001/2023, 0067/2020 and 0058/2019).

This document provides a list of assessment instruments, which may be utilised in
line with the advice outlined in the circular.

In considering the assessments noted below, the purpose of administration is of
primary importance: what you want to find out. When possible, obtain a sample of the
assessment and use the school’s collective professional judgements to decide if it will
provide the information needed. Schools should be aware that the majority of these
instruments are developed and standardised in either the UK or the US and some
may feature non-Irish cultural references or spellings.

Some assessments can be administered by a teacher, while other assessments
require the administrator to have additional/specialised qualifications. It is the
responsibility of the user to ensure that they have the necessary qualifications for
the ethical administration and interpretation of any chosen assessment.

This document outlines the following assessments:

Achievement tests
Literacy: reading, spelling and handWrIiting ............ouuiiiiiiiiiie e

Achievement tests: group-administered tests
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Achievement tests: individually administered tests
Literacy: reading, spelling, language awareness/processing and reading comprehension..............

Ability and aptitude teStS ........... ...
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Achievement tests

Literacy: reading, spelling and handwriting

The items in the table below assess a range of literacy skills including phonology, oral word reading, silent-passage reading, reading
fluency, reading comprehension, reading rate or speed, listening comprehension, spelling and handwriting.

Qualifications

Name and date Type Description Age Norms Sourced required
of publication yp P range from for test
administration
Access Reading Test, Group Wide-range assessment in four aspects of reading 7 to 20+ UK norms Hachette Teacher
3ED, 2018 comprehension Learning
British Spelling Test Series | Group Assesses spelling at word, sentence and 61013 UK norms GL Teacher
G/H, 2nd. Edition, 2009 continuous writing level, and in different contexts Assessment
Detailed Assessment of Group or Battery of five subtests including fine motor and 9to 16:11 UK norms Pearson Teacher
Speed of Handwriting, individual precision skills, speed of reproducing symbols, Clinical
2007 speed alteration and freewriting competency Assessment
Detailed Assessment of Group or Subtests include: Copy Best, Alphabet Writing, 8-25 UK & Australian/ | Pearson Teacher
Speed of Handwriting, individual Copy Fast, Free Writing, Graphic Speed New Zealand Clinical
2024 norms Assessment
Detailed Assessment of Group or Battery of five subtests including fine motor and 17 to 25 UK norms Pearson Teacher
Speed of Handwriting, individual precision skills, speed of reproducing symbols, Clinical
2011 speed alteration and freewriting competency Assessment
Diagnostic Spelling Tests Group Series of three overlapping spelling tests: 9 to 25+ UK norms Hachette Teacher
3-5 Secondary — Adult, Test 3: 9 to 12 years; Test 4: 11 to 14 years; Learning
2006 Test 5: 14 to 25+ years
Drumcondra Post-primary Group Assesses reading vocabulary and reading Grade- Irish Norms for ERC Teacher
Reading Test (DPPRT) comprehension. Additional scales cover overall based computer- based | (digital
(English) reading, text types and reading processes norms for version (2016) version)
last term and paper- based
in second version (2013).
year
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https://www.tests.erc.ie/dpprt-online
http://www.erc.ie/tests

ERC

(paper
version)
Triail Dhroim Conrach don Grupa: Triail ar fhocléir agus ar thuiscint na léitheoireachta | Noirm do Bunaiodh na ERC Teacher
Léitheoireacht Ghaeilge Available ata i gceist. Ta foscalai don bhunsmaointeoire acht | scolairi in noirm in Eirinn
(Scoileanna Lan- Ghaeilge) in Digital agus don ardsmaointeoireac ht ann chomh maith iarbhunscoi | i 2015
(TLGG) version only leanna lan-
Ghaeilge
ag
deireadh
na Dara
Bliana.
ERC - PPAD-E Largely The PPAD-E is a diagnostic and screening First year Irish norms ERC Teacher
Post-Primary Assessment | 9roup, assessment tool for English literacy. Developed by | studentsin | (2019).
and Diagnosis - English. except for NEPS in collaboration with the ERC, it consists of Ireland. In
the word- five subtests.: Word regding, Spelling,_ Reading the future,
reading test comprehens[on, Reading spged, ertllng samples. norms for
(individual) Results provide both normative and diagnostic .
. ; ; Third Year
information which can be used for a range of .
. : ; will also be
purposes. An online scoring and reporting tool ilabl
is available. An Irish-language equivalent (the avatiable.
Measunu agus Diagndisic Litearthachta don
lar-bhunscoil - Gaeilge, or MDLI-G) is currently
in development
Graded Word Spelling Group or Assesses spelling attainment and progress 5to 18+ UK norms Link Teacher
Test, 3 edition, 2006 individual
Hodder Group Reading Group; Assesses reading comprehension at word, 9:05to 16+ | UK norms Link Restricted test
Test 3, test 3, 2007 Digital sentence and text levels. Scorer/profile CDROM
version available
available



https://www.tests.erc.ie/dpprt-paper
http://www.erc.ie/tests
http://www.erc.ie/tests
https://www.tests.erc.ie/tlgg-online
https://www.tests.erc.ie/ppad-e
https://catalogue.etcconsult.com/catalogue/books/teacher/percentiles/graded-word-spelling-test-booklet-3rd-edition/
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/

Achievement tests: group-administered tests

Mathematics

Please note that UK-published maths-assessment instruments may feature the imperial system of measurement and a different currency. Practitioners should

also note that these instruments relate to the UK curriculum and may have limited diagnostic value.

Qualifications

. Sourced required
Type Description Age range Norms from for test
administration
Irish norms for ERC Teacher

Drumcondra Post-Primary
Mathematics Test
(DPPMT)

Digital and paper versions available, with minimal
content overlap. Assesses mathematics;
additional scales for mathematical content areas
and processes. An Irish-language version of the
DPPMT is in development

Grade-based norms
for last term in second

year

computer-based version
(2016) and paper-based
version (2013)



https://www.tests.erc.ie/

Achievement tests: individually administered tests

Literacy: reading, spelling, language awareness/processing and reading comprehension

The items in the list below assess a range of literacy skills including phonology, reading accuracy, oral-word reading, silent-passage reading, reading fluency,
reading comprehension, reading rate or speed, listening comprehension, spelling and handwriting.

Name and date of Tyne Describtion Adge range | Norms Sourced Qualifications required
publication yp P 9 g from for test administration

Adult Reading Individual Adult reading test 16 years + | UK Pearson Specialist training eg SEN /
Test, Second Edition norms | Clinical guidance counsellor
(ART- 2), 2016 Assessment
Comprehensive Individual Used to assess phonological awareness, 4 to 24+ UK Pearson Specialist training eg SEN /
Test of Phonological phonological memory and rapid naming norms | Clinical guidance counsellor
Reasoning and (CTOPP- Assessment
2), 2 Edition, 2013
Diagnostic Individual; Oral reading test, including initial listening passage plus 6.09 to UK Outisde The | Teacher
Reading Analysis Diagnostic | reading accuracy, comprehension and speed, designed 16.08 norms | Box Learning
(DRA 3) 3 Profiler for less able readers Resources
Edition, 2019 CD Rom

Available
Expressive Individual A test of expressive vocabulary and word retrieval for 2:6 to 90+ UK Pearson Specialist training eg SEN /
Vocabulary Test, 3rd Standard English with 190 items and 2 forms norms | Clinical guidance counsellor
edition, 2018 Assessment
Lucid Exact, 2009 Individual; Time efficient assessment of speeded word recognition, 11 t0 24 UK GL Teacher

digital only | reading comprehension, reading speed, spelling, norms | Assessment

handwriting speed and typing speed
OWLS II: LC/OE and Individual Provides assessment of receptive and expressive LC/OE - UK Western Specialist training eg SEN /
RC/WE Oral and Written language with no reading or written responses required 31to 21:11; | norms | Psychologica | guidance counsellor
Language Scales, RC/WE - | Service
2nd edition, 2012 510 21:11 (WPS)
Phonological Individual A battery of six standardised tests measuring phonological | 5 - 11 UK GL Teacher
awareness skills. Assessment for pupils with low scores in norms | Assessment

Assessment Battery:
Second Edition Primary

(PhAB2 Primary) 2014

any phonics screening or literacy test. Suitable for EAL
students

6
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https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/
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SPaRCS Test Individual A group of tests that are designed to assess spelling, 13-18 Irish Education Teacher
or group processing speed and reading comprehension speed and Elephant
UK
norms

Wechsler Individual Individual Provides normed assessment in untimed single word 4 to 25.11 UK Outside The | Teacher
Achievement Test (Group — accuracy, reading comprehension , reading speed and norms | Box Learning
WIAT-III 31 UK Edition spelling single word spelling. Battery of five subtests to test key Resourcs
for teachers, 2018. only) aspects of literacy
Wide Range Individual WRAT-5 measures and monitors fundamental word 51094 us Pearson Specialist training eg SEN /
Achievement Test — or Group reading, spelling and math skills and sentence norms | Clinical guidance counsellor
5th edition, (WRAT-5) comprehension. It includes updated norms and revised Assessment
2018 subtests. Uses American spelling
Woodcock Reading Individual Identifies specific strengths and weaknesses to plan 4:06 to us Pearson Specialist training eg SEN /
Mastery Test 3 Edition, targeted remediation; nine subtests: phonological 79:11 norms | Clinical guidance counsellor
2011 awareness, letter and word identification, rapid naming, Assessment

oral fluency, word attack, and listening, word and passage

comprehension. Uses American spelling
Woodcock Johnson — 1V | Individual Battery of eleven subtests: letter-word identification, 4 - 90+ us Riverside Specialist training eg SEN /
Tests of Achievement sentence-reading fluency, passage comprehension, word norms | Insights guidance counsellor
Form C / Brief Battery attack, oral-reading spelling, sentence writing fluency,
2014 ’ writing samples, calculation, applied problems and maths Education

facts fluency. There is a UK/Ireland Adaptation of this test Elephant bhant

available
York Assessment of Individual Uses fiction and non-fiction passages to measure 11 to 16 UK GL Specialist training eg SEN /
Reading developing reading comprehension skills (support website norms | Assessment | guidance counsellor

Comprehension,
Passage Reading,
Secondary, 2010

available here



https://educationelephant.ie/
https://educationelephant.ie/
https://educationelephant.ie/
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https://www.otb.ie/shop/aol-assessment-of-learning/wiat-iii-uk-t/
https://www.otb.ie/shop/aol-assessment-of-learning/wiat-iii-uk-t/
https://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/
https://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/
https://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/
http://www.harcourt-uk.com/
https://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/
https://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/
https://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/
http://www.harcourt-uk.com/
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https://www.riversideinsights.com/
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Ability and aptitude tests

Qualifications

Name and date i required
of publication Type Description Age range Norms Sourced from for test
administration
My Aptitude Group Eight subtests: Verbal Reasoning, Numerical Reasoning, Abstract Post primary | Irish My Future Guidance
(formerly Reasoning , 2D Spatial Reasoning, 3D Spatial Reasoning, Arithmetic norms Choice counsellor
Cambridge Profile Calculation, Working Quickly and Accurately and Spelling. Can be
Aptitude Tests, used in conjunction with Eirquest
2012)
Career Fit Series | Group, Combined Occupational Interest and Aptitude Instrument that 16 to 60+ Criterion- | ETC Consult Guidance
(CFS), 2012 online generates 16 optimal careers for the more practical student and adult reference counsellor
d

Cognitive Abilities | Group; Measures four principal areas of reasoning — verbal, nonverbal, 71017+ Irish GL Assessment | Teacher
Test — 4th ed., digital quantitative, and spatial — to provide a comprehensive profile of the and UK
2012 (CAT4) version core abilities relating to learning norms Irish norms

available available from

this EDEV
Differential Group Eight subtests: verbal reasoning; numerical reasoning; abstract 16+ Irish ETC Consult Guidance
Aptitude Tests, reasoning; perceptual speed and accuracy; mechanical reasoning; norms counsellor
DAT for space relations; spelling and language usage (supporting software is
. available). Can be used in association with the Careers Interest
Guidance
Inventory (CII)

Wide Range Individual | WRAT-5 measures and monitors fundamental word reading, spelling 5 to 94 US norms | Pearson Clinical | Specialist training
Achievement Test | or group and math skills and sentence comprehension. It includes updated Assessment eg_SEN /
_ norms and revised subtests. Uses American spelling guidance
5th edition counsellor
(WRAT-5) 2018
Drumcondra Group: Assesses verbal reasoning and numeric ability. An add-on test of Grade-based | Irish ERC (digital Teacher
Reasoning Test, digital spatial and abstract reasoning is in development norms for norms version)
2016 (5 forms) incoming for

and paper digital

(1 form)



http://www.myfuturechoice.com/
http://www.myfuturechoice.com/
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http://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/
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http://www.etcconsult.com/
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https://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/
https://www.tests.erc.ie/drt-online

versions first-year and ERC (paper
available students paper- version)
based
version
(2016)
Raven’s Group and | The RPM is a language-free and culture-fair nonverbal assessment 7to 18 UK norms | Pearson Clinical | Specialist training
Standard individual using sixty visual-spatial reasoning items. Useful with students with Assessment eg SEN/
Progressive hearing impairment and EAL students. The Mill Hill Vocabulary Scales guidance
) measures verbal ability and can be administered orally and answered counsellor
Matrices and
verbally
Vocabulary
Scales, 2008
Raven’s 2 Individual Conveniently assesses observational skills and ability in a variety of 4 - 69 years UK norms | Pearson Clinical | Specialist training
Standard and group settings. Suitable for non-verbal children and adults Assessment BQ.SEN /
Progressive guidance
counsellor

Matrices, 2019

Guidance Unit/Curriculum and Assessment Policy Unit
November 2024
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