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Differentiating?  
 

Using the same topic or activity with all children in the classroom but with differentiated levels of 

questioning or activity is a very effective way of engaging all learners. An example of this is given below in 

‘The Bus Story’ where the same story/activity is used for all the class but three levels of questioning are 

offered. (Adapted from the book Language for Thinking by Stephen Parsons & Anna Branagan - Speechmark©) 

 

The Bus Journey: 

Discussion Starters:   Tell me about a journey you have made by bus. / How do you get to school? 

 

The Story: 

John is going home on the bus. The bus is very full but John gets the last seat. At the next stop an old lady 

with a walking stick gets on. A young man with a big bag of shopping also gets on. 

 

LEVEL A QUESTIONING LEVEL B QUESTIONING LEVEL C QUESTIONING 

Where are all the people? What might happen if the bus 

goes too fast? 

Why do you think there are so many 

people on the bus? 

Who is standing? Who needs a seat? Why is it more important for an old lady 

to have a seat than a young person? 

Who is sitting? Where would John be if he let 

the old lady sit down? (Tell me) 

Why might the old lady say ‘No’ to 

having the seat? 

Who has a walking stick? Why does the old lady have a 

walking stick? 

Why might the old lady feel upset if she 

didn’t get a seat? 

Who is on the bus? Tell me about this story using 

the word ‘crowded’. 

At the next bus stop there are more 

people. Why might they not get on the 

bus? 

What is in the man’s bag? Why does the man use a bag? 

 

Why shouldn’t the man put too many 

things in his bag? 

 

Practical Task: 

With play figures act out John giving his seat to the old woman. What might John say when he is offering 

the seat? What might the old lady say? What might other people on the bus say? 

 

 

Differentiate 

Questioning: 
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